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Valerie's Gallery

     Valerie Smaldone
Media Personality, Actress,

Producer, Writer
Valerie Smaldone, a 5 time
Billboard Magazine Award
winner, is perhaps best
known for her unprecedented
success holding the #1
position in the New York
radio market as the midday
host of New York’s 106.7 FM.
She ended her on air run
with the station at the end of
2007. 

Presently, Valerie can be
heard on NBC Network News
promos and specialty shows
and as the announcer for The
Boomer Esiason Show on
MSG.   And she can be seen
on The Italian American
Network, where she produces
and interviews prominent
Americans.  Valerie has been
the “Voice of God” and on
stage emcee for Broadway
on Broadway in Times
Square, Broadway Under the
Stars, and Broadway Meets
Country.
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Spit it Out!" Last
Performance Oct. 24 at
Etcetera Etcetera, on
West 44th Street with one
performance at 8:30 PM.

Written and performed by
Valerie Smaldone & Amy
Coleman.

When two women from
different worlds meet, they
test the boundaries of their
lives and take us on an
exhilarating ride. SPIT IT
OUT!...when you just can't
keep quiet anymore!  A
fabulous play about
friendship, about getting
older, and about making
different choices in life.

Additional performances
will take place Sept. 26,
Oct. 3, and Oct. 17th, Oct.
24th again at 7 PM and
9:30 PM.

Tickets are: $20/Cover
charge: $15. Phone: 212.
399.4141 for tickets!

My fellow tomatoes: 

Greetings from the Bronx.

First of all, I want to tell you that I have so many things to write about! Please
come back in the upcoming weeks for a column about iconic singer Phoebe
Snow, a feature on Speed The Plow and All My Sons, both on Broadway.

But before I get to those columns, I have to tell you about a movie screening I
went to last week that somehow continues to haunt me. It's a film I would,
under normal circumstances, never ever make a concerted effort to see.
Brutal, violent, loaded with testosterone, and yet on some level, it really spoke
to me.
I have spent a lot of time thinking about this film because I felt that it was a
complicated piece of cinematography which operates on many levels.

The film is an indie called Bronx Paradise, produced and starring real life
former Bronx criminal-turned-California-actor (yes, he truly made the
turnaround) Wayne Gurman, directed by my friend, Bill Lappe and associate
produced and edited by James McSherry.

Wayne Gurman and director Bill Lappe

The film is about racism, crime, grit, the most basic instincts many men have
toward women, but it's also about internal conflict, the dark and light sides of
human beings (we have to embrace the fact that we all have them), and
ultimately it's about a transformation...of sorts.

The film is also wildly comical in spots, extremely disturbing in others, and
most interestingly is based loosely on Mr. Gurman's life. I'm happy to report he
has never killed anyone, but his crimes are indeed, well crimes. Wayne, the

Bronx Paradise
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10/9/08  Equus

10/2/08  Just Laugh

9/25/08  Share and more

9/18/08  Invitation and
Spit it Out

9/11/08  A benefit for
SHARE

9/4/08 August: Osage
County

8/28/08  The Gay No
More Telethon

8/21/08 The Vineyards of
Long island

8/14/08  Waiting for Hair

8/7/08 Jamie Farr in
Flamingo Court

7/31/08 New on
Broadway this Fall

7/24/08  Wicked to
become a movie

7/17/08  Altar Boyz

7/3/08  Young@Heart
Choir Rocks On

6/26/08  Staten Island
Surpirses

6/19/08  Valerie at the
Tonys

6/12/08  Thanks
Tomatoes

6/5/08  LA Joys

5/29/08  Sun set Yoga

5/15/08  Suprise!

5/8/08 Russian on the
Side comes to Broadway
this fall

5/1/08 Now playing at the
Carlyle

4/25/08 37 ARTS and the
Beebo Brinker Chronicles

4/17/08  Walking the Red
Carpet in spite of yourself

4/11/08 Gypsy's Back on
Broadway
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Carlos A. Suarez
October 30, 2008
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This movie, once it finds a
distributor, will be a HUGE
success.

character, despite his unbridled sexual urges, is fiercely loyal to his wife and
kids, and wants to expose them to a more balanced lifestyle. Wayne
recognizes his endless reserves for anger, and often acts upon it, but also
seems to know intuitively, that it just ain't healthy.

This film was completely shot in The Bronx, so for me being Bronx born and
educated, it was a bit of a treat to see streets and neighborhoods with which I
was familiar.

Upon leaving the film, I was asked if this was the kind of "Bronx Tale" that I
recognized. The answer was absolutely not.  I did not know this kind of
brutality, language, violence, or even the velour running suits that a lot of the
guys wore in their Bronx social clubs. I certainly came from a different side of
the track.  It has nothing to do with wealth or social standing. It's just that these
are the kind of people you either know and hang around with, or don't.

What did I learn from viewing this film? I learned that it's good to stretch your
boundaries once in a while. As I wrote earlier, I would never actively elect to
see this kind of film. But for me, there was merit. I enjoyed seeing a story
about a segment of my borough I knew nothing about. I enjoyed the black,
pushing the envelope, politically incorrect humor. I enjoyed a story that doesn't
get tied up in a neat bow. I enjoyed seeing the internal conflict of a character
that is dastardly and yet somehow charming. And in the end I enjoyed seeing
how incredibly flawed and evil people can be. Go figure. 

Till next time..
.
Happy almost Halloween...

Valerie
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